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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CH,UM, PEPR 

SUBJ: COMMENTS OF PRC MILITARY ATTACHE ON VIETNAM 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF AT DATT'S RESIDENCE ON JULY 
18, PRC MILITARY ATTACHE YU KANG SAID THE FOLLOWING: 

2. THE SOVIETS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PRESENT DISPUTE 
BETWEEN VIETNAM AND CHINA, AND THE SOVIETS HAD "ESTABLISHED 
A BASE" IN VIETNAM. (ASKED TO CLARIFY THIS, KANG REPLIED 

HE MEANT THE SOVIETS HAD INFLUENCE IN VIETNAM AND SAID THAT 
THEY HAD ESTABLISHED NO PHYSICAL INSTALLATIONS THERE.) THE 
MAJORITY OF THE LEADERSHIP OF VIETNAM WAS PRO-SOVIET, ALTHOUGH 
THERE WERE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION WITHIN THE VIETNAMESE 
LEADERSHIP ON THE PROPER ATTITUDE WITHIN THE VIETNAMESE 
LEADERSHIP ON THE PROPER ATTITUDE TO TAKE TOWARD CHINA. KANG 
SAID THAT LE DU AN WAS PRO-SOVIET, BUT REFUSED TO CATEGORIZE 
THE ATTITUDES OF OTHER MEMBERS OF THE VIETNAMESE POLITBURO. 

KANG ALSO SAID THE VIETNAMESE WERE SEEKING TO ESTABLISH THEIR 
HEGEMONY THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

3. KANG SAID THAT IT WAS OUT OF THE QUESTION THAT ALL THE 
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CHINESE RESIDENTS OF VIETNAM WOULD LEAVE THE COUNTRY. HE 
POINTED OUT THAT MANY HAD VERY CLOSE TIES TO VIETNAM. 

4. ASKED IF THERE WAS ANY HOPE OF IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH 
VIETNAM, KANG SAID THAT IT WAS UP TO VIETNAM. IF THE VIETNAMESE 
ABANDON THEIR HOSTILE POLICY, "WE ARE READY." IF NOT, "WE 

CAN TAKE CARE OF THEM EASILY." 
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5. COMMENT: KANG'S UNABASHEDLY HOSTILE COMMENTS TOWARD 
VIETNAM ARE IN STRIKING CONTRAST TO CHINESE PROFESSIONS OF 
BROTHERLY SUPPORT DURING THE WAR. PARKER 
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